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Abstract

Since the end of WWII, science has enjoyed a privileged position in the American government as
an important economic driver and as a respected contributor to policy decisions. We are
currently living through a time when political conventions are being challenged and the role of
science on the national stage is being re-examined. In this talk, we will explore the current
policy climate as well as the opportunities and responsibilities for scientists to engage in
advocacy and activism.
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In 2016, Dr. Laura Pence was elected to the American Chemical Society Board of Directors from
District I, encompassing all of New England and New York State. She spends her day job as a
Professor of Chemistry at the University of Hartford with expertise in environmental chemistry,
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program in Connecticut. Dr. Pence is an outstanding educator, winning the University of
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25 professors nationally in RateMyProfessor.com’s 2014 survey. Prof. Pence received her B.S.
in chemistry from Lebanon Valley College and her Ph.D. from Michigan State University.
Subsequently, she was a National Institutes of Health Fellow at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. She was named a Fellow of the American Chemical Society in 2011 for her
programming and leadership on environmental and sustainability issues.



