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Do not judge a book by its cover. This
maxim is apropos for the ninth edition
of Criminalistics: An Introduction to
Forensic Sciences. A plain white cover
(replacing the graphically enticing and
compelling artistic cover designs of pre-
vious editions) and uninspiring pho-
tographs belie the book’s opulence of
educational material.

Forensic science is the application of
science to law. It is used to convict the
guilty and exonerate the innocent.
Scientific principles and technology are
extensively relied upon by law enforce-
ment in criminal prosecutions. All cases
involving criminal charges generally entail
some aspect of scientific evidence and
forensic science. The discipline of crimi-

nalistics utilizes known laboratory tech-
niques and procedures to solve crime.
Saferstein makes forensic science and
criminalistics both comprehensible and
meaningful for nonscientists without sac-
rificing the integrity and detail of science.

Even though crime laboratories have
benefited from enormous advances in
scientific technology and a proliferation
of public interest, forensic science is still
developing, especially in areas involving
technology. The most basic concern is an
effective foundational education.
Saferstein meets this concern with an
unrivaled fundamental introductory sur-
vey textbook on criminalistics.

Criminalistics is not a pure forensic
science handbook. It is designed for learn-
ing. This quality college-level textbook,
used by students preparing for the
American Board of Criminalistics
Examination, is readable, well organized
and in-depth. It addresses current topics
and has numerous illustrations and pho-
tographs. Each chapter has stated learning
objectives, key terminology indexed and
highlighted, a reference list of additional
and easily obtainable resources, and wide
margins for personal handwritten notes.
At the end of each chapter is a succinct
summary and relevant review questions.

Saferstein utilizes actual cases to
illustrate applied theory and practice,
including Monica Lewinsky’s famous
navy blue dress and the corresponding
FBI laboratory report on presidential
DNA; the anonymous Anthrax letter sent
to Senator Thom Daschele; the Scott and
Laci Peterson case; the BTK killer; the
Charles Lindbergh kidnapping and the
O.J. Simpson case. The book contains
two interactive CD-ROMs (“What Every
Law Enforcement Officer Should Know
About DNA Evidence”) from the
National Institute of Justice concerning
the identification, collection and preser-
vation of crime scene DNA evidence.
The revised instructor’s manual and lab-
oratory manual are available for use with
the book.

The author is a respected forensic
scientist, expert witness, college instruc-
tor and media consultant. Saferstein is a
notable recipient of the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences’ presti-
gious Paul L. Kirk Award for distin-
guished services and contributions to
the field of forensic science. He spent 21
years as chief of the New Jersey State
Police Crime Laboratory. Saferstein’s
knowledge, insight and experience are

evident in this book. Criminalistics is
useful to a variety of people aligned with
forensic science, including judges, attor-
neys, law enforcement officers and mys-
tery enthusiasts.

The ninth edition has been substan-
tively revised and expanded to reflect the
changing demands of the 21st century.
The book presents case studies with the
latest technologies for trace evidence relied
upon by law enforcement including DNA
typing, crime scene investigation, digital
imaging enhancement of fingerprints,
bioinfomatic tools, computerized ballistic
examination, microscopy, drug and alco-
hol analysis, arson and explosion detection
technologies. This edition has a full color
layout, a new computer forensics chapter,
an enhanced chapter on forensic science
and the Internet, a section on forensic
databases of physical evidence, and many
“Web extras” throughout the book. The
Web extras provide handy links to related
topical Internet sites.

Criminalistics has some deficiencies.
The legibility of this worthy textbook is
noticeably compromised through utiliza-
tion of indistinguishable and confusing
color combinations, weak color contrasts,
thin or small size fonts and other visual
impediments. Poor color selections also
severely hinder photocopying of the
book’s graphics, side bars and offset boxes.
The editor should have employed the same
common sense approach to integrating
color design and visual presentation as
Saferstein did to the book’s educational
content. The concise chapter on computer
forensics needs further development and
comprehensive summaries. The index
does not adequately cover the book’s con-
tent. Moreover, the alcohol intoxication
material is weak, even though it was
revised and merged into the toxicology
chapter. Also, the crucial effects of Daubert
and Kumho Tire on handwriting, finger-
print and voiceprint analysis (and their
related determinations of error rates) are
not addressed in the book.

Although somewhat basic for peo-
ple familiar with cyberspace, the chapter
on forensic science and the Internet is
good, particularly due to its resourceful-
ness. The book is neutral and factual
except for the excerpt from Outrage,
Vincent Bugliosi’s book concerning the
O.J. Simpson trial. The passage is a form
of tabloid journalism and it does not
belong in this textbook.
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Canadian Criminal Lawyers

TToorroonnttoo ccrriimmiinnaall ddeeffeennccee llaawwyyeerr,, TTuusshhaarr KK..
PPaaiinn, provides legal advice and representa-
tion to clients facing charges or being inves-
tigated/sought by authorities. 416-410-
4838, wwwwww..ttoorroonnttooccrriimmiinnaallddeeffeennccee..ccoomm..

Surrogacy

AAlltteerrnnaattiivveess ttoo IInnffeerrttiilliittyy,, SSuurrrrooggaattee
MMootthheerrss IInncc.., the world’s premier surrogate
agency offering services without regard to
marital status or sexual orientation for over
20 years. Steven C. Litz, Attorney, 317-996
2000, wwwwww..ssuurrrrooggaatteemmootthheerrss..ccoomm..

Audio & Video Experts

AANNAALLYYSSIISS OOFF TTAAPPEE RREECCOORRDDEEDD EEVVII--
DDEENNCCEE Tape Enhancement, Tape
Authentication, Voice Identification, Noise
Removal, Testimony, Board Certified,
Chairman of the Audio Engineering Society
Forensic Audio Standards Group, TToomm
OOwweenn,, OOwwll IInnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss,, IInncc.. P.O. Box 189,
Colonia, NJ. 07067 732-574-9672. 1-800-
OWL-AUDIO, wwwwww..oowwlliinnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss..ccoomm..

AAuuddiioo//VViiddeeoo EExxppeerrtt WWiittnneessss —— TTaappee
RReeccoorrddiinnggss —— computer analyzed, voice
identification, noise reduction, enhancement,
transcript verification, court qualified for 30
years. JJooeell CChhaarrlleess,, 1505 Siena Lane, Boynton
Beach, FL 33436, 561-740-2142.

AAUUDDIIOO && VVIIDDEEOO TTAAPPEE AANNAALLYYSSIISS,,
Enhancement and Authentication. 31+ years
professional audio/video experience, retained
as an expert in 1000+ cases in US and abroad,
consultant to CSI:Miami. James A Griffin.
1-888-GRIFFIN, wwwwww..ffoorreennssiiccttaappee..ccoomm..

VVIIDDEEOO//AAUUDDIIOO TTAAPPEE EEXXPPEERRTT ——
Detection of edits/tampering, tape enhance-
ment, voice ID, surveillance tape authenti-
cation. 25 years experience. Testimony in
over 400 cases. Former Federal Special
Agent. SStteevvee CCaaiinn, 6242 Jones Rd.
Burlington, WI 53105, Call toll free: 1-877-
Tape-Expert, 827-3397 CV and published
articles on wwwwww..ttaappeeeexxppeerrtt..ccoomm.

Forensic Experts

AAccccrreeddiitteedd PPssyycchhiiaattrryy && MMeeddiicciinnee ——
Clinically Distinguished Harvard Medical
School Alumni & Faculty SSppeecciiaallttiieess::
Forensic Psychiatry and Neuropsychiatry,
Diminished capacity, Mitigation, Addiction,
Brain injury; P/D National 617-492-8366,
Email: harold_bursztajn@hms.harvard.edu.
Web site: hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ffoorreennssiicc--ppssyycchh..ccoomm..

AAUUTTOOPPSSYY EEXXPPEERRTTSS AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE! Criminal
Defense Autopsies for any reason! Nation-
wide Service. First Autopsies. Repeat (Second
Opinion) Autopsies, including after M.E. au-
topsies. Exhumation Autopsies. High profile
Cases No Problem. All services by Certified
Forensic Pathologists. Also Autopsy and med-
ical review services. A-Medi-Legal National
Autopsy Service, 1-800-343-2135.

CCrriimmee SScceennee EExxppeerrtt:: Bloodstain Pattern
Analysis; Crime Scene Evidence Review and
Evaluation; Crime Scene Reconstruction and
Crime Scene Performance Audits. Served as
Crime Scene Investigator; Forensic Services
Manager; Police Division Commander and
College Instructor. Over 30 years experience.
440-979-5271. GGaarryy AA.. RRiinnii,, MMFFSS,, DDAABBFFEE.
WWeebb ssiittee:: www.CrimeSceneExpert.com.

DDRRUUGG EEFFFFEECCTTSS on defendants and witness-
es. Expert witness consultation and testimo-
ny. Certified addiction medicine specialist.
Member, court-appointed psychiatrist panels.
Eugene Schoenfeld, M.D. 415-331-6832,
wwwwww..eeuuggeenneesscchhooeennffeelldd..ccoomm..

FFiinnggeerrpprriinntt CCoonnssuullttaanntt//BBllooooddssttaaiinn PPaatttteerrnn
AAnnaallyyssiiss — Certified Latent Print Examiner,
Certified Senior Crime Scene Analyst — 25
years testifying Federal, State, Local courts —
Michael Sweedo, 520-455-5697.

FFoorreennssiicc DDooccuummeenntt EExxaammiinneerr —— Resume &
Fee Schedule upon request. 3388 yyeeaarrss
eexxppeerriieennccee. Formerly Chief Questioned
Document Analyst, USA Criminal
Investigation Laboratories. Handwriting,
typewriting and related examinations. HHAANNSS
MMAAYYEERR GGIIDDIIOONN,, 218 Merrymont Drive,
Augusta, GA 30907, 706-860-4267.

HHoommiicciiddee EEvveennttss RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn:: Partici-
pants placement, actions, etc. reconstructed
from physical evidence. References upon re-
quest. Board Certified Forensic Examiner.
Fellow, American College of Forensic Exam-
iners, Approved Forensics Instructor (MA.
Department of ED.) CV available on Web.
Firearms/Self Defense Consultants, Wayne
N. Hill Sr., P.O. Box 873, East Moline, IL
61244-0873 Phone: 309-755-0551; Fax 309-
755-5770, hhttttpp::////wwwwww..wwaayynneehhiillllssrr..ccoomm..

MMEEDDIICCAALL && FFOORREENNSSIICC EEXXPPEERRTT WWIITT--
NNEESSSSEESS:: AAMMFFSS,, IInncc.. (American Medical
Forensic Group), managed by physicians and
attorneys, provides carefully prescreened
medical and forensic experts from our panel
of 7,500+ board-certified actively practicing
specialists. All specialties. 80,000+ cases since
1990. Evaluations, Autopsies, Reports, Drug/
DNA Analysis & Interpretation & Testimony.
Nationwide. 800-275-8903, wwwwww..aammffss..ccoomm..

Services

RReesseeaarrcchh && RReettrriieevviinngg RReeccoorrddss oonn CClliieennttss..
Investigating People as Witnesses. Conduct-
ing Interviews in Spanish. Castro Consul-
tants, 973-472-3693
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Unfortunately, the author does not
discuss ethics in forensic science. The
power and effect of scientific evidence
cannot be underestimated. It is the most
powerful of all evidence. Nor can the
forensic scientist’s temptation to compro-
mise his or her honesty and integrity
through shaping and shading of evidence
be neglected. It is noteworthy that no
mention is made of the people or agencies
that have distorted and fabricated scien-
tific evidence to obtain civil judgments or
convict innocent people. A section on
applied ethics in forensic science would
have been most beneficial, especially for
neophyte criminalists and attorneys.

The substantive quality and practi-
cality of the book, however, transcends
these criticisms.

Richard Saferstein’s book is a very
good instructional teaching text, which
cannot be said for other volumes in
forensic science. Criminalistics will
undoubtedly be used as a vector to pro-
mote and facilitate equal justice. ■

About the Reviewer
Gil Sapir is a forensic science consultant
and attorney. He lectures, testifies and
writes extensively on scientific evidence.
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